
Featured Topics 

• Vital records on the Web 
• The do's and don'ts of genealogical 

research on line 
• Location, location, location 
• Proving a maternal line 

Spring Seminar 
Presenting nationally known 

genealogical lecturer and writer, 
Connie Lenzen 

Saturday, April 21, 2012 
Henry A. Merlo Theater 

Wells Fargo Center for the Arts 
Santa Rosa, California 
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Connie Lenzen 
 

Connie Lenzen became interested in 
genealogy when her grandmother 
brought some old diaries down from the 
attic. The question, "Have you ever seen 
what is in grandpa's diary?" opened up a 
world of mystery and intrigue as she 

pieced together the family stories. Each of us has a 
story of some sort about how we became interested 
in studying our family history. But Connie went on to 
distinguish herself in local, state, and national 
genealogical organizations, winning honors and 
awards for her numerous publications. She holds 
bachelor's and master's degrees in education from 
Portland State College and University. 
 
Most recently, in 2010, she received the National 
Genealogical Society's President's Citation for 
"Outstanding and Continuing Contributions to the 
Society." She is a Certified Genealogist and a past 
president of the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists (BCG) and has served as a trustee for 
the BCG. She has also served as a Director for the 
National Genealogical Society (NGS) and was the 
winner of the NGS Quarterly's 1995 Award of 
Excellence for her publication, Proving a Maternal 
Line, the Case of Frances B. Whitney. 
 
A native of Oregon, she is past president of the 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon and currently serves 
on their Education Committee. She is also past 
president of the Oregon Chapter Association of 
Professional Genealogists. 
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About Our Society…. 

The Sonoma County Genealogical Society was 
founded in 1967 at Sonoma County, California and is 
incorporated as a non-profit in the State. The society 
has a membership of over 365 persons that includes 
both Sonoma County residents and others who have 
roots in the county.  

The society provides leadership and education 
through its various programs including general 
meetings, workshops, a monthly newsletter and the 
Sonoma Searcher – a quarterly publication. Special 
Interest Groups meet regularly and members are also 
available to provide library assistance.  

Society volunteers have 
completed many research 
projects which document 
Sonoma County records and 
are published in book form, 
on microfiche and/or 
electronically. See our 
website for a complete list of 
publications. New members 
are always welcome to our 
group. 
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Seminar Schedule 

 

Registration      8:00—9:00 a.m. 
Introductions      9:00—9:10 a.m. 
 

The Do's and Don’ts of Genealogical Research  
On-line 

Presentation and Q&A    9:10—10:15 a.m. 
Raffle     10:15—10:20 a.m. 
Exhibits/Vendors/Break  10:20—10:45 a.m. 
 
 

Proving a Maternal Line 
Presentation and Q&A  10:45—11:50 a.m. 
Raffle     11:50— Noon 
Lunch      Noon to 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Location, Location, Location 
Presentation and Q&A    1:00— 2:00  p.m. 
Exhibits/Vendors/Break    2:00— 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Vital Records on the Web 
Presentation and Q&A    2:30—3:30 p.m. 
Exhibits/Vendors     3:30—4:30 p.m. 
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Vendors 
 
 
 

Genealogy enthusiasts know that organizing and de-
cluttering the vast amounts of documents, photos, 
certificates and records required to create a picture of a 
family’s history can be intimidating an time-consuming.  
 
Let Sort Your Story help you organize everything in 3 
easy steps. Sort Your Story is a great companion 
product for Reunion, Ancestry’s Family Tree Maker, 
Legacy and many more! 
 

At only $19.99, you can begin today! 
Visit: http://www.sortyourstory.com/ 

 
Frances Lloyd 

Genealogical Resources 
P.O. Box 918 

Danville, CA. 94526-0918 
Phone: (925) 837-9382 

 
Check out this wonderful collection of genealogy books 
representing all areas of the United States and beyond. 
This display always draws a crowd! 
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Would You Like to Help with Indexing? 
 
There are two ways you can give back to the field of 
genealogy and help researchers to have access to 
important records.  
 
• First: The Sonoma County Genealogical Society has 

been involved with the indexing of many local records 
through the years. If you are interested in learning 
more about these projects, you may visit our website 
to view several publications that have been made 
possible by the hard work and dedication of our 
members. If you would like to help with a project, you 
may contact Audrey Herman at: 
Researcher3@scgs.org. 

• Second: The Sonoma County Genealogical Society 
has joined forces with genealogy societies and 
organizations around the country as part of the 1940 
U.S. Census Community Project. The initiative aims to 
publish a free, online searchable name index of the 
1940 U.S. Federal Census after images of the census 
are released to the public in April 2012.  The highly 
anticipated 1940 U.S. Census is expected to be the 
most popular U.S. record collection released to 
date.  To join in, go to www.the1940census.com/

society and register to participate with our 
society.  Simply select Sonoma County 
Genealogical Society-CA on the profile 
screen when creating your account. Every 
new person indexing with our society gets us 
closer to milestones that qualify us for 
incentives provided by the sponsors of the 
project, so sign up today! For more 

information contact Trisha Bomar at: 
trishagilroy@gmail.com. 
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They may no longer be with us,   
but they  can still share the  

stories of  their lives with us.  
Let genealogy open the door to your past. 

Mark your calendars now and plan to join the Santa Rosa 
Genealogical Society for our  

2013 Annual Seminar 
 

Speaker: Barbara Renick 
Time:      Saturday, April 20 2013, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Place:      Wells Fargo Center for the Arts 
                Hwy 101 at River Road, Santa Rosa, CA 
 
Topics:    
• Cloning your family tree on the internet 
• Online tools for genealogists 
• Online: How you get there does make a difference     
• Overcoming idiosyncrasies of genealogy database 

sites 



 


